CLASS ORDER
BY ASSOCIATE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
RE: IN-PERSON CHILD ATTENDANCE RESTRICTIONS
Made pursuant to Section 22(5.0.1) of the Health Protection and Promotion Act
Date: April 5, 2021
TO:

All persons, including corporations, boards, and directors, who own, occupy,
are in charge of, or administer schools and private schools within the
meaning of the Education Act located in The Regional Municipality of Peel
(Region of Peel)

I, Dr. Monica Hau, Associate Medical Officer of Health for The Regional Municipal of
Peel, Peel Public Health Unit, order you to comply with the requirements listed below
and to take and/or refrain from taking any and all actions necessary to ensure
compliance, effective 12:01am on Tuesday, April 6, 2021, and ending on Sunday,
April 18, 2021 at 11:59 p.m., unless extended by the Associate Medical Officer of
Health:
1.

Suspend all in-person teaching and instruction in schools and private schools
within the meaning of the Education Act.

2.

Despite section (1), schools and private schools within the meaning of the
Education Act may open,
a) to the extent necessary to facilitate the operation of a child care centre within
the meaning of the Child Care and Early Years Act, 2014, provided that the
child care centre shall not provide a program of before or after school child
care, or child care, or authorized recreational or skill building, all as defined in
the Child Care and Early Years Act, 2014, to a child whose school or private
school is not permitted to provide in-person teaching or instruction to the child
pursuant to this Order, or to a child who was enrolled in school or private
school immediately prior to the closure of a school or private school by this
Order;
b) for the provision of emergency child care for the children of individuals listed
in Schedule 5 of Ontario Regulation 82/20 during the period when schools or
private schools are not permitted to provide in-person teaching or instruction;
c) to allow staff of the school or private school to provide remote teaching,
instruction or support to pupils, so long as the school or private school
operates in accordance within sufficient health and safety protocols, including
those issued by the Ministry of Education.

3.

Suspend all in-person camps including such as defined in s. 4(1)9. of the
Child Care and Early Years Act, 2014.

4.

Suspend all in-person authorized recreational or skill building programs
including such as defined in s. 2(1) and s.6(4) of the Child Care and Early
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Years Act, 2014.
THE REASONS for this ORDER are that:
1.

COVID-19 is a disease of public health significance and has been designated
as communicable under Ontario Regulation 135/18 of the Health Protection
and Promotion Act. COVID-19 has been declared a pandemic by the World
Health Organization.

2.

COVID-19 is present in the Region of Peel and therefore poses a risk to the
health of the residents of the Region of Peel through community
transmission. The COVID-19 virus (SARS CoV-2) is spread from an infected
person to another person by direct or indirect contact or when respiratory
secretions from the infected person enter the eyes, nose or mouth of another
person.

3.

The risk of transmission of COVID-19 is greatest in close contact
environments, including schools, where persons are within two metres and/or
without face coverings and/or where there is poor ventilation. Persons may
be infected with COVID-19 without showing symptoms, and may spread
COVID-19 to students, staff, and other persons within these facilities, their
families, and others they come into contact with.
4. Mutations of the COVID-19 virus (SARS CoV-2) have been observed
globally. Viruses, in particular RNA viruses such as coronaviruses, constantly
evolve through mutations, and while most will not have a significant impact,
some mutations may provide the virus with a select advantage such as
increased transmissibility and severity of illness. Such mutations are cause
for concern and need to be monitored closely. New COVID-19 variants of
concern that are more transmissible are appearing in settings across the
greater Toronto area including the Region of Peel and increasing as a share
of confirmed cases. COVID-19 variants of concern have now been identified
in schools, among many other settings.
5. Peel Public Health has now observed outbreaks involving variants of concern
that are larger than non-variants of concern outbreaks of COVID-19. The
number and size of these variants of concern outbreaks are increasingly
causing more school-related transmission and school closures than previous
waves of COVID-19. Local health care capacity and public health capacity
continue to be strained to respond to these cases in a timely manner.

I am of the opinion, on reasonable and probable grounds that:
a.

a communicable disease exists or may exist or there is an immediate risk of
an outbreak of a communicable disease in the health unit served by me;

b.

the communicable disease presents a risk to the health of persons in the
health unit served by me; and

c.

the requirements specified in this Order are necessary in order to decrease or
eliminate the risk to health presented by the communicable disease.
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